
Appendix I: Search strategy; 

PubMed 

 ("COVID-19"[Supplementary Concept] OR "severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 

2"[Supplementary Concept] OR (("Coronavirus"[MeSH Terms] OR "Coronavirus 

Infections"[Mesh:NoExp] OR pneumonia virus*[tiab] OR cov[tiab]) AND (outbreak[tiab] OR 

wuhan[tiab] OR novel[all] OR 19[tiab] OR 2019[tiab] OR epidem*[tiab] OR epidemy[all] OR 

epidemic*[all] OR pandem*[all] OR new[tiab])) OR coronavirus*[tiab] OR corona virus*[tiab] OR 

ncov[tiab] OR 2019ncov[tiab] OR covid19[tiab] OR "covid 19"[tiab] OR "sars cov 2"[tiab] OR 

sars2[tiab] OR "ncov 2019"[tiab] OR "sars coronavirus 2"[tiab] OR "sars corona virus 2"[tiab] OR 

"severe acute respiratory syndrome cov 2"[tiab] OR "severe acute respiratory syndrome cov2"[tiab] 

OR severe acute respiratory syndrome cov*[tiab] OR cov2[tiab]) AND ("2019/12"[Date - Entrez] : 

"3000"[Date - Entrez]) 

 

Embase Ovid 

1 exp Coronavirus/ 

2 exp Coronavirus Infections/ 

3 (coronavirus* or corona virus* or OC43 or NL63 or 229E or HKU1 or HCoV* or ncov* or covid* 

or sars-cov* or sarscov* or Sars-coronavirus* or Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus*).mp. 

4 (or/1-3) and 20190101:20301231.(dc). [this set is the sensitive/broad part of the search] 

5 4 not (SARS or SARS-CoV or MERS or MERS-CoV or Middle East respiratory syndrome or camel* 

or dromedar* or equine or coronary or coronal or covidence* or covidien or influenza virus or 

HIV or bovine or calves or TGEV or feline or porcine or BCoV or PED or PEDV or PDCoV or FIPV 

or FCoV or SADS-CoV or canine or CCov or zoonotic or avian influenza or H1N1 or H5N1 or H5N6 

or IBV or murine corona*).mp. [line 5 removes noise in the search results] 

6 ((pneumonia or covid* or coronavirus* or corona virus* or ncov* or 2019-ncov or sars*).mp. or 

exp pneumonia/) and Wuhan.mp. 

7 (coronavirus disease 2019 or 2019-ncov or ncov19 or ncov-19 or 2019-novel CoV or severe 

acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 or sars-cov2 or sars-cov-2 or sarscov2 or sarscov-2 or 

Sars-coronavirus2 or Sars-coronavirus-2 or SARS-like coronavirus* or coronavirus-19 or covid19 

or covid-19 or covid 2019 or ((novel or new or nouveau) adj2 (CoV or nCoV or covid or 

coronavirus* or corona virus or Pandemi*2)) or ((covid or covid19 or covid-19) and 

pandemic*2) or (coronavirus* and pneumonia)).mp. 

8 (coronavirus disease 2019 or severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2).sh,dj. 

9 (630575119 OR 630830186 OR 630941329 OR 631043694 OR 631260659 OR 631272428 OR 

631272880 OR 631286076 OR 631290163 OR 631308782 OR 631324397 OR 631352500 OR 

631416440 OR 631431802 OR 631452886 OR 631456079 OR 631457551 OR 631462438 OR 

631462876 OR 631465538 OR 631465685 OR 631469310 OR 2004499662 OR 2004505338 OR 

2005280837 OR 2005387675 OR 2005408544 OR 2005484987 OR 2005549151).an. [Articles not 

captured by this search when created in April 2020, pending further indexing by NLM/Elsevier] 
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10 (or/6-9) and 20191201:20301231.(dc). [Lines 5 to 8 are specific to Covid-19] 

11 5 or 10 
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